
Trempealeau County Sheriff’s Department 
 

P R E S S  R E L E A S E  
 
 

WHAT OCCURRED:    Fatal Accident   Injury Accident 
 Accidental Death    Suicide 
 Burglary    Robbery 
 Other    

 
DATE/TIME OCCURRED:   08-07-12 @ approx 11:28 p.m.           
 
LOCATION: Cty C near LeQue Lane, Town of Ettrick, Trempealeau County, WI 
 
NARRATIVE:  On Tuesday, 8-7-12, at approximately 11:28pm, Trempealeau County Sheriff's 
Dispatch was notified of a single vehicle crash located on Cty Rd C near LeQue Lane in the 
Town of Ettrick.  At that time, a 2001 Ford Truck(F-250), which had been traveling east on Cty 
Rd C near LeQue Lane, was found to have crossed the westbound lane of traffic leaving the 
roadway and entering the ditch on that side of the roadway.  Upon entering the ditch the truck 
struck a power pole, shearing the pole at its base and causing the truck to roll.    
 
The driver was identified as Mark Nelson of rural Ettrick. A passenger was identified as Chris 
Lein of rural Taylor.  Both driver and passenger were believed to have been ejected from the 
vehicle.  The driver had not been wearing his seat belt and based on observations at the scene it 
was believed that the passenger was not seat belted.  Both occupants were transported to 
hospitals by ambulance with non-life threatening injuries.    
 
The pole was knocked to the ground, with one power line still attached to the transformer.  Two 
power lines had separated from the transformer causing a power outage to local residents.  The 
truck sustained extensive damage as a result of the crash.  The truck also sustained minor burns 
to the exterior of the vehicle as a result of being struck by live power lines.  
 
Mark Nelson was arrested for Operating While Intoxicated-Causing Injury and Cited for Failure 
to have Vehicle Under Control.  
 
Ettrick First Responders, Ettrick Fire Dept, Tri-County Ambulance, Tri-State Ambulance, Med-
Link Helicopter, Blair Police Department, Mayo Hospital of LaCrosse and Tri-County Hospital 
of Whitehall, Riverland Energy assisted.   
 
IS ACCIDENT/INCIDENT STILL UNDER INVESTIGATION?: Yes 
 
INVESTIGATING OFFICER(S): TCSD 
 
NAME OF PERSON(S) INVOLVED:  Mark L. Nelson of rural Ettrick, Chris Lein of rural 
Taylor. 
 
 
 
NOTICE APPROVED BY:  Chief Deputy Brian Puent 



 
APPROVED DATE/TIME:  8-7-12 9:00am  
 
*NOTICE TO MEDIA – The Trempealeau County Sheriff’s Department will not release victim(s) 
names until next of kin have been notified and upon approval of the Sheriff. 
 
 


